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Dear Delegates,  

 We are delighted to welcome you to EthicalMUN III, and we are looking 
forward to two full and exciting days of debate. The topic of the committee is the 
American Revolution, and we are excited to see your innovative directives and ideas 
from both sides. We hope that this topic will stimulate your creativity and make for an 
amazing weekend.  
 We have seven experienced chairs and crisis directors who are eagerly 
anticipating the conference. Please take time to thoroughly read the background guide 
and conduct research of you own so that you can have the best position papers 
possible. This background guide is simply a starting point for your research, and more 
research is necessary to prepare for this committee. For those of you who are new to 
Model UN, this committee is a crisis committee, meaning that there will constantly be 
new problems (provided by our lovely crisis directors: Owen Park, Josh Sacca, and 
Nick Shiland) that you must solve. In addition, this is a JCC which stands for joint 
crisis committee, in one room there will be delegates associated with the colonist side 
in the revolution and one room will have delegates associated with the British side. 
The two groups will be in constant communication throughout the conference. We 
want both groups to fully represent their positions while working together to come up 
with a solution for this Crisis.  
 This committee will start on June 15, 1775, which is the day after the 
formation of the Continental Army and the appointment of George Washington as 
Commander-in-chief of the colonist army. Anything before this is set in stone, but 
anything after is all up to you. Emphasis will be placed on not copying exactly what 
occurred in real life, as we want you to come up with interesting and creative 
solutions on your own. Please do not try to copy what actually occurred in committee, 
as the wonderful crisis staff will be introducing new crises often, many of which did 
not historically occur.  
 We are very excited to hear your solutions and ideas on the complicated issues 
we will be dealing with over this conference. We fully welcome any questions you 
have, and we look forward to seeing you in May! 
  
Feel free to contact us with any queries, 
  
Your Chairs  
Jackson Davis (21jhdavis@ecfs.org), Alex Power ( 21atpower@ecfs.org), Ben Greer 
(21bagreer@ecfs.org), and Lucas Saidenberg (21ldsaidenberg@ecfs.org)

Cormac Thorpe 
Co-Secretary General

Julie Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Becker 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Pollack 
Chief of Staff

Jacob Greene 
Crisis Director

Lily Josephson 
Crisis Director

Alex Keswani 
Crisis Director

Halle Friedman 
Under Secretary 
General of Committees 

Hannah Platt  
Under Secretary 
General of 
Communications
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Delegates, 

 Welcome to EthicalMUN III and the JCC American Revolution! My name is 
Ben Greer and I will be serving as your co-chair for the JCC Colonists. 
 A little about myself - I have been involved in Model UN since 6th grade. I 
have competed as a delegate in nine conferences, and I have won numerous awards. I 
have also helped organize my middle school model UN club. Both of these have 
helped me sustain my passion for international affairs and debate. At Fieldston, I am a 
Sophomore. I play on the Fieldston baseball team. In my free time, I enjoy playing 
baseball, tennis, and the piano.  
 Our other co-chair, Lucas Saidenberg, has been participating in Model Un 
since seventh grade and has attended many conferences. He has a passion for debate 
and diplomacy. Lucas is a talented musician and plays multiple instruments, and he is 
on the Fieldston ultimate Frisbee and hockey teams. 
 We will be working with a talented crisis staff during this committee. Nick 
Shiland, Josh Sacca and Owen Park will be in the committee room frequently to 
accept notes and present crisis. While this committee will start with events from real 
history and the creation of the Continental Army, the crisis staff will present many 
other crises pertaining to the revolution, which you will be tasked with solving. This 
requires an in-depth knowledge of the topic and outside research. Furthermore, we 
will be taking to steps to assure that this committee does not follow the historical path 
of the American Revolution after the starting date of June 15, 1775.  
 When the committee begins, the Continental Congress will have just created 
the Continental army, and George Washington will have been nominated and elected 
as Commander-in-Chief. You will be representing a combined group of major players 
in the Continental army and important delegates to the Continental Congress. 
Depending on the direction you all decide to lead this committee, it can represent 
anything from a war room to a set of political meetings to debate independence and 
the path of the new country, or some combination. You will have a lot of freedom to 
move this committee in many directions, but remember that we will be presenting 
crises often that you have to debate and solve as soon as possible.  
 At the beginning of the debate we will allow delegates to give opening 
speeches, and then we will move into informal debate consisting of moderated and 
unmoderated caucuses, and our first crisis will be introduced. We will follow standard 
parliamentary procedure during this committee. Also, EthicalMUN follows a strict no 
computers policy in committee, so all research must be done beforehand. If any 
questions come up about the committee, portfolio powers, or research during 
committee, please do not hesitate to ask us or the crisis staff.  
 Lucas and I cannot wait to see you at the conference and we look forward to a 
dynamic, interesting yet strange committee! 

Best Regards, 
Ben Greer (21bagreer@ecfs.org)

Cormac Thorpe 
Co-Secretary General

Julie Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Becker 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Pollack 
Chief of Staff

Jacob Greene 
Crisis Director

Lily Josephson 
Crisis Director

Alex Keswani 
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Under Secretary 
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Committee Description 
 The date is June 14, 1775, and 

everything is being flipped upside 

down. After fighting broke out at 

Concord, an unexpectedly large show 

of force by local militia has seemed to 

materialize overnight, initially laying 

siege to Boston, one of the British 

strongholds. The power of the Second 

Continental Congress is obvious and 

just today they consolidated the many 

independent militias fighting the 

British under their control as the 

Continental Army and they have 

chosen George Washington as its 

leader. Recently, the Continental 

Congress also extended an Olive 

Branch Petition as a last-ditch effort 

to partially assuage tensions in order 

to avoid a full-out war. Nonetheless, 

this petition was disregarded by the 

British Crown.  

History of the Committee 
 The story of the American 

Revolution begins long before the 

actual revolution took place. Its roots 

trace back to the start of European 

colonization in North America. The 

Americas were first discovered by the 

West upon the arrival of Christopher 

Columbus in 1492, an Italian explorer 

whose trip was funded by King 

Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of 

Spain. However, continental North 

America wasn’t discovered for 

another five years, in 1497 by 

Giovanni Caboto, an Italian explorer 

commissioned by English King Henry 

VII. In 1507, this new continent was 

named “America” after explorer 

Amerigo Vespucci. Juan Ponce de 

León was the first known European to 

land on what is now the United States. 

He called this territory “Florida”.  

By the latter half of the 16th century, 

settlements were popping up all over 

the Northeast coast of what is today 

the United States. It wasn’t until 1607 

that the British established their first 

lasting colony, at Jamestown, 

Virginia. This colony survived mostly 

because of its success in growing 
 !  1
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tobacco. In the next two decades, 

numerous other British colonies were 

established, including Plymouth, 

Massachusetts (founded by the 

passengers of the Mayflower) in 

1620, Massachusetts Bay in 1630, and 

Rhode Island in 1636. However, 

England wasn’t the only nation with 

colonies in North America. Spain had 

a fort at Saint Augustine, Florida and 

France colonized Louisiana and the 

Great Lakes area. The Dutch settled 

New Amsterdam, which would later 

become New York. The Scottish, 

Irish, Germans, Swedes also had 

colonies in North America at this 

time.  

 As time wore on, Britain began 

to control more and more of the 

eastern seaboard and by the turn of 

the 18th century, England had ten 

colonies stretching from New 

Hampshire to the Carolinas. During 

this time, the seeds of the American 

Revolution were planted in the form 

of small tensions between the colonies 

and England. In 1651, England 

attempted to regulate trade in the 

colonies and passed the Navigation 

Act of 1651, which banned foreign 

ships from trading with the colonies 

and required all colonial ships to trade 

through English ports. Although this 

Act was voided at the beginning of 

Charles II’s reign, it marked the 

beginning of a century-long belief by 

the colonies that England was 

infringing on their essential rights as 

British citizens. In 1686, the 

Dominion of New England was 

formed by King James II, who aimed 

to consolidate the colonies under one 

administration. This measure was 

fiercely opposed by the colonies, who 

resented the fact that the English 

monarchy was undermining their 

liberties and democracy solely for the 

sake of trade. Towards the end of the 

17th century, England unofficially 

adopted a policy commonly referred 

to as “salutary neglect.” Around this 

time, England had many domestic 

concerns and as a result, the 

government couldn’t afford to spend 
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time governing the American 

colonies. While the King still 

appointed the governors of each 

colony, the colonies were essentially 

left to rule themselves. During this 

period, America got a taste of self-

governance and many of the 

quintessential “American” ideals, 

such as freedom, liberty, and justice, 

we see today were created. 

 Meanwhile, tensions between 

France and England, two countries 

who had never been on good terms, 

were escalating. In 1754 war broke 

out in North America between the 

American colonies and New France, 

the French colonies in America. Both 

sides were backed by troops from 

their respective parent countries and 

many Native Americans fought for the 

British. This war is commonly known 

as the “French and Indian War” and 

was a precursor for the Seven-Years’ 

War, which would commence two 

years later in Europe, between the 

same two powers. During the war, 

Americans from throughout the 

colonies fought side by side for the 

first time. This created a sense of 

unity and national pride that had 

never existed before in the colonies.  

 The war finally ended nine 

years later, in 1763 with the signing of 

the Treaty of Paris. France was forced 

to cede the totality of its territory east 

of the Mississippi River to the British. 

Although England won the war, they 

still found themselves in trouble 

financially because of the immense 

cost of the war. They put an end to 

salutary neglect and began to tax the 

colonies in an attempt to pay off their 

debt. Colonists were resentful of the 

loss of freedom that resulted from the 

end of salutary neglect and were 

outraged by the taxation that England 

was forcing upon them. Two years 

later, Parliament passed the Stamp 

Act, which required all paper products 

in the colonies to bear a royal stamp 

that was to be purchased from 

England. This act brought about more 

outrage than prior taxes and tariffs, 

such as the Navigation Acts, had 
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because this new tax affected virtually 

everyone. Colonial society relied on 

paper for everything: news, 

communication, information, 

education, and more. The Stamp Act 

made every one of these things more 

expensive for everyone. Around this 

time the slogan “no taxation without 

representation” began to be circulated, 

expressing resentment to the fact that 

England was taxing the colonies even 

though the colonies had no say in how 

they were governed. In response, the 

colonies formed the Stamp Act 

Congress which consisted of 27 

delegates from nine colonies. This 

Congress produced the “Declaration 

of Rights and Grievances,” which, 

among other things, asserted that 

colonists had all the natural rights of 

Englishmen and therefore only the 

colonial assemblies, not Parliament, 

had the right to tax the colonies. 

Normal citizens also responded to the 

Act by protesting, marching, and 

boycotting British goods. England 

was worried about the violent and 

passionate response of the colonists 

and repealed the Act on March 18, 

1766. However, not before passing the 

Declaratory Act, which asserted 

English authority to legislate any 

matter concerning the colonies.  

In 1767, Charles Townshend proposed 

a series of acts that would indirectly 

tax the colonists, believing that they 

wouldn’t be met with the same 

opposition that the Stamp Act had. 

These acts, called the Townshend 

Acts, had multiple purposes. First, 

they taxed some imported goods, such 

as glass, lead, and paper. They also 

gave customs officials the ability to 

search the possessions and ships of 

anyone that they wanted to through 

the use of “writs of assistance.” 

Lastly, it gave British navel courts, 

not colonial courts, the jurisdiction 

over customs violation and smuggling 

cases. Contrary to what Townshend 

thought, these acts were met with an 

equal amount of resistance as the 

Stamp Act had. Colonists still 

believed that this was “taxation 
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without representation” and a 

violation of their innate rights as 

Englishmen and furthermore, they felt 

that the ability of customs officials to 

search anyone at will, without proper 

cause as a second egregious breach of 

their rights.  

 At this point, the tensions 

between the colonies and their mother 

country were reaching their boiling 

point. Colonists felt outraged and 

betrayed by England’s unrelenting 

taxation of the colonies and they felt 

that England was unjustly repressing 

their natural rights. British troops had 

been stationed in the colonies and 

colonists were forced to house them 

in their own homes. The relationship 

between the colonists and these 

soldiers was hostile, at best. On 

March 5, 1770, a mob of colonists 

began verbally assaulting a British 

sentry. Eventually, eight armed British 

soldiers came to support the sentry 

and were also subjected to verbal 

abuses. The mob began to throw 

snowballs, rocks, and other projectiles 

at the soldiers. As a result, the soldiers 

fired into the crowd, killing three and 

wounding others. This event, which 

became known as the Boston 

Massacre, was immortalized by Paul 

Revere in his famous depiction of the 

event. While this depiction was a 

widely inaccurate portrayal of the 

event to make the colonists seem 

more innocent, it succeeded in 

inciting the colonial public and 

increasing the already present anti-

English sentiments in the colonies.  

Shortly after the ‘massacre,’ England 

passed another extremely 

controversial act, the Tea Act. The 

British East India Company had been 

struggling financially and had a 

massive amount of tea sitting around 

in their London warehouses. After the 

Townshend Acts were passed and 

England began to enforce the 

collection of taxes on certain goods, 

including tea, many colonists began to 

purchase smuggled tea as it cost less. 

This tea was Dutch and made up 86% 

of the tea in the colonies. Parliament 
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passed the Tea Act in 1773, allowing 

the British East India Company to 

directly ship tea into the colonies and 

to export their tea tax- and tariff-free 

from England in an attempt to 

revitalize the company and cut down 

on smuggling. Colonists were furious 

as it allowed the company to sell tea 

cheaply enough to undercut the 

market of local and other international 

merchants. In response, colonists 

boarded English ships in Boston 

Harbor on the night of December 16, 

1773, and dumped an estimated $1.7 

million (in today’s currency) worth of 

tea into the water.  

 After England learned of this 

crime committed by the colonists, 

Parliament passed the Coercive Acts 

(commonly called the Intolerable Acts 

in the colonies) as punishment. These 

acts did four things: first, it closed the 

Port of Boston until the city paid 

England for the value of the lost teas, 

second, it took away Massachusetts’ 

charter, meaning that virtually all 

positions of power were chosen by the 

English government and that public 

meetings were restricted to once per 

year, third, it gave English courts the 

jurisdiction over any crimes 

committed by British soldiers in the 

colonies (a power the colonial courts 

once held), and finally, it required that 

colonists house English troops in their 

homes if asked to. These acts were 

seen as massive violations of their 

rights as free men and well, 

intolerable. The colonies formed the 

First Continental Congress to respond 

to these acts in 1774. The Congress 

consisted of delegates from twelve of 

thirteen colonies and met in 

Philadelphia. They ultimately 

produced a petition to the British 

King, George III, to repeal the 

Intolerable Acts and decided to 

boycott all British goods until the 

King did so. They also decided to 

reconvene the following year if the 

acts hadn’t been repealed by then and 

to also cease exports to Britain around 

that time.  
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 Meanwhile, the people of 

Massachusetts had responded to the 

revocation of their charter by setting 

up a provisional government and a 

patriot militia. This militia consisted 

of colonists across Massachusetts and 

had set up military supply location, 

such as the one at Concord. England 

discovered the location of this supply 

depot and secretly ordered 700 

soldiers from Boston to destroy it. 

However, colonists found out about 

these orders well in advance and 

enlisted lookouts, such as the now 

famous Paul Revere, to warn the 

colonists at Concord of the route the 

British were taking and when the 

British would arrive. The British 

arrived around the dawn of April 19, 

1775, and were met by prepared, 

although outnumbered, colonists. 

After fighting that lasted most of the 

morning and spilled over into the 

neighboring town of Lexington, the 

British were forced to withdraw 

towards Charlestown. Despite being 

dreadfully outnumbered, the colonists 

only had about 100 casualties while 

the British suffered almost three times 

as many casualties. As a result of 

these battles, the Continental 

Congress reconvened as the Second 

Continental Congress in May of 1775. 

A month later, on June 14, the 

Congress approved the creation of the 

Continental Army, the American 

colonies’ first unified army.  

Relevant Dates 
1492: The Americas were discovered 

by Christopher Columbus, an Italian 

working for the Spanish Crown. 

1497: Continental America was 

discovered by Giovanni Caboto, an 

Italian explorer commissioned by 

English King Henry VII. 

1607: Jamestown, the first permanent 

European settlement in North 

America, is established by the London 

Company is southern Virginia. The 

settlers consisted of 104 men and 

boys, most of whom were indentured 

servants.  
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1620: The Pilgrims, fleeing religious 

persecution, found the Plymouth 

colony in Massachusetts.  

1651: English Parliament passes the 

Navigation Act of 1651. 

1686: Dominion of New England is 

formed by King James II. 

1754: Beginning of the French and 

Indian War. 

1763: Signing of the Treaty of Paris, 

which puts an end to the French and 

Indian War (as well as the Seven 

Years’ War). 

1765: The Stamp Act is passed. 

1766: The Stamp Act is repealed. 

1767: The Townshend Acts are 

passed. 

1770: A dispute between colonists and 

British troops leads to the Boston 

Massacre. 

1773: The Tea Act is passed. 

1773: In response to the Tea Act, 

colonists dump hundreds of crates of 

tea into Boston Harbor, in what is 

now known as the Boston Tea Party. 

1774: The First Continental Congress 

convenes for the first time. 

1775: Increased tensions between the 

British Army and the newly formed 

patriot militia leads to the Battles of 

Lexington and Concord. 

1775: The Second Continental 

Congress convenes.  

1775: The Continental Army is 

created. 

Portfolio Powers and 

Delegate Views: 

Henry Knox: 

 Henry Knox was born on July 

25, 1750 in Boston, Massachusetts. 

His father died when he was a young 

boy, and then worked at a bookstore 

in Boston to support his mother. Knox 

became interested in war history and 

began to work at a local artillery 

company, becoming an expert in arms 

and ammunition. He was also a 

supporter of the pro-independence 

group, “The Sons of Liberty.” After 

the Battle of Lexington and Concord, 

Knox befriended George Washington 
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and was promoted to the Chief 

Artillery Officer of the Continental 

Army.  

George Washington: 

 George Washington was born 

on February 22, 1732. He was raised 

by a prosperous family of 

slaveholding partners. After a short 

career as a land surveyor in Virginia, 

George Washington became a crucial 

leader of the Militia of Virginia in the 

French and Indian war. As a delegate 

to the continental congress, he was 

unanimously voted to be the 

Commander-in-Chief of the 

Continental Army for the United 

States. In this committee, George 

Washington will hold a lot of power 

and will be responsible as a leader. He 

will have a lot of power in both 

military and political actions in 

committee and the delegate portraying 

him will have the responsibility of 

wielding this power properly.  

Thomas Jefferson: 

 Thomas Jefferson was an 

important diplomat and ‘Founding 

Father’ in the US. He was a major 

proponent of American colonists’ 

independence from Britain. He was 

the delegate representing Virginia in 

the Continental congress. Prior to that, 

he was a member of the Virginia 

house of Burgesses from 1769-1774, a 

group that was strongly in favor of 

colonist independence. He became 

one of the leaders of the Continental 

Congress along with John Adams and 

a few others. Thomas Jefferson held a 

lot of political importance as a 

delegate and a diplomat before and 

throughout the American revolution. 

In the committee, Thomas Jefferson 

will have the responsibility of being a 

diplomatic leader and he will play the 

role of a political leader. Historically, 

he was a strong voice for 

independence, and it is expected that 

he will be a leading voice for 

independence in the committee.  
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Alexander Hamilton: 

 Alexander Hamilton was one of 

the most important military figures in 

the Continental Army. Born in the 

Caribbean without a father, Hamilton 

wrote about his experiences. A fund 

was created in his name so he could 

come to America and continue his 

writing. In America, Hamilton 

attended King’s College and 

participated in the volunteer army of 

the United States. In this committee, 

Hamilton will act as an aid to the 

Continental Army and personally to 

Washington. He will be expected to 

act as a strong-headed, anti-slavery 

military leader of the Continental 

Army and the delegate portraying him 

should not being afraid to express 

Hamilton’s beliefs in order to get 

what is best for their position.  

John Adams: 

 John Adams was an important 

political activist and lawyer at the 

time of the Revolution. He was an 

important lawyer at the time of the 

Revolution. While he was a major 

protester of British acts such as the 

Stamp Act and the Townshend Act, he 

was first and foremost a proponent of 

justice, which is why he defended 

British soldiers in court after the 

Boston Massacre. He was also a 

major diplomatic figure in the 

Revolution. He was also a delegate 

from Massachusetts in the Continental 

Congress. He was responsible for 

nominating George Washington to be 

the Commander-in-Chief of the army. 

Similarly to Thomas Jefferson, John 

Adams will need to act as a diplomat 

and political leader in the committee 

in order to advance the budding 

nation in the political and legal 

aspects. 

Samuel Adams: 

 A cousin to John Adams, 

Samuel Adams was another important 

figure in the American Revolution and 

a major ‘Founding Father.’ He was a 

leading revolutionary and was 

principally responsible for much of 
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the structure of government today. He 

was a member of the Boston House of 

Representatives while being an early 

proponent for a break from British 

rule by advocating to stray from many 

British laws. He was spreading 

propaganda and influence for colonial 

independence far before the start of 

the American Revolution. Finally, he 

was a leading member of the second 

Continental Congress.  

Patrick Henry: 

 Patrick Henry was an attorney 

and orator at the time of the 

Revolution. Though he had not 

studied law prominently, he was 

known in and out of court for being a 

good speaker. He was known for 

speaking out against measures taken 

against the colonies by Britain; most 

notably first against the annulation of 

the Two Penny Act. Following the 

Seven Years War, Henry began to 

gather a following in the backwoods 

of Virginia, and joined the Virginia 

legislature in 1765. He introduced the 

Virginia Stamp Act Resolves, which 

attempted to allow Virginia to have 

control over the taxes that were being 

levied over them. He would not come 

back into legislative action until the 

Burgesses reconvened in the late 

1760s. Soon after, he became the 

involved with the First Continental 

congress. He is most noted for saying, 

“Give me liberty or give me death!” 

Friedrich Wilhelm August Heinrich 

Ferdinand Steuben: 

 Friedrich Wilhelm August 

Heinrich Ferdinand Steuben (also 

known as Baron von Steuben) was 

born in September of 1730. He served 

as both a Prussian and an American 

military officer. Steuben was, because 

of his old age and vital importance to 

the training of recruits, often called 

the father of the Continental Army. As 

an inspector general (and in other 

respects a major general) of the 

Continental Army, Baron von Steuben 

was a respected tactician and fighter 

for the colonists. In this committee, 
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Baron von Steuben will be 

responsible as a strategic leader and 

military commander in the army, and 

the committee will turn to him often 

for tactical military advice. 

King Louis XVI: 

 After his grandfather’s death in 

May of 1774, Louis XVI became king 

of France. To humiliate Britain and to 

regain land lost in the Seven Years 

War, King Louis XVI decided to help 

the Continental Army in their struggle 

against Britain. With enough money 

and troops to sway the odds of the 

impending war in the colonist’s favor, 

King Louis XVI and his kingdom are 

vital ally. King Louis XVI will have a 

lot of power, as the unilateral leader 

of France, to decide how much help 

he wants to offer America in their 

alliance, and how he should offer his 

resources in their battle.  

Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert 

du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette: 

 Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch 

Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de 

Lafayette (mostly known as simply 

Lafayette) was essential in aiding the 

relationship of France and the 

Colonies. Growing up in an affluent 

family, he was able to travel to 

America after serving in the French 

Army since 13. Lafayette served as a 

military officer for both France and 

the Colonies. In the American 

Revolutionary War, he was a major 

general for the colonists. Nicknamed 

“The Hero of Two Worlds,” Lafayette 

is expected, in this committee, to be a 

bridge between America and France 

as well use his tactical battle skills to 

aid the Continental Army. 

John Stark: 

 John Stark was born in New 

Hampshire in 1728. He served as a 

British Officer in the French and 

Indian War and later a major general 

in the Continental Army. Stark was an 
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expert in combat because of his time 

with the Rogers’ Rangers. After being 

captured multiple times, Stark made it 

back home to his wife each time, 

showing his combat skills and 

adaptability to different situations. As 

a general and veteran, John Stark 

knows the cost of war and the 

importance of bravery and 

decisiveness. John Stark will be 

looked upon for military advice and 

leadership, and he will also be 

expected to work with the other 

generals to devise military strategy to 

combat the British strategies he 

experienced in prior wars.  

John Paul Jones: 

 John Paul Jones was a Scottish 

Sailor born in 1747. He served as the 

commander for multiple British ships 

before fleeing to America after killing 

one of his crew mates. In 1775, Lee 

joined the volunteer continental navy 

in Philadelphia. With the endorsement 

of Richard Henry Lee, Jones was 

authorized to captain a ship later 

becoming the Naval Commander of 

the Continental Navy north of 

Virginia.  

James Nicholson: 

 James Nicholson was born 

Maryland, in the year 1737. At 25, he 

served in the British Naval army in 

the raid of Havana. Later, he became a 

part of the volunteer Continental 

Navy where he became a captain. 

Nicholson then become the 

commander of the Continental Navy 

south of Virginia. 

Nathanael Greene: 

 Nathanael Greene was born 

into a prominent family in Rhode 

Island in 1742. In the late 1760s and 

early 1770s, Greene was part of the 

resistance against the tyranny of 

Britain. In 1774, Greene was named, 

after the battles of Lexington and 

Concord, the Commander of the 

newly made army of Rhode Island 

because of his instrumental work in 

the establishment of the Kentish 
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Guards. Later, he was appointed a 

commander in the continental army. 

Nathanael Greene was an important 

figure who worked closely with 

Washington in the Revolutionary war. 

As a protester of British rule since 

before the Boston Tea Party, it is clear 

that he should be a devoted and 

influential leader in this committee. 

James Madison: 

 James Madison was born into a 

farming family in 1751. He was a 

member of the Virginia House of 

Delegates and the Continental 

congress. During the beginnings of 

protests against Britain, Madison both 

helped oversee the safety of the 

militias being formed and served in 

multiple militias. However most of 

Madison’s revolutionary work was 

diplomatic and leadership based. 

James Madison, in this committee, 

will be expected to lead the delegates, 

not in war decisions, but rather 

diplomatic ones. Madison would have 

been involved in treaties between 

America and Britain as well as 

declarations (like press releases). 

Charles Lee:  

 Charles Lee was born in Britain 

before being sent to North America to 

serve in the Colonial Army during the 

7 Years War. After the Peace of Paris 

in 1763, Lee returned to Britain and 

retired. Though still inactive, Lee was 

promoted to lieutenant colonel in 

1772 and feeling sympathetic for the 

colonists in their fight against Britain, 

bought an estate in West Virginia and 

joined the Continental Army. Lee 

expected to be named Commander-in-

Chief of the army for his military 

experience, though he was not as 

trustworthy as George Washington. 

Thus, Lee was given the rank of a 

general in the Continental Army. He 

will have a lot of military power in 

this committee.  

Paul Revere: 

Paul Revere was a silversmith in 

Massachusetts during the 1760s and 
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early 1770s. After the Stamp Act was 

passed in 1765, Revere’s income 

began to decline greatly, and he was 

forced to pick up odd jobs such as 

dentistry just to sustain himself. That 

year, he would join the “Sons of 

Liberty,” the radical, anti-British 

group forming in the colonies at the 

time, and Revere was even one of the 

ringleaders of the Boston Tea Party. 

Revere helped to organize an alarm 

system of sorts where he could keep 

watch on the British military, and he 

is best known for his midnight ride 

during the Battle of Lexington and 

Concord where he alerted hundreds of 

people within a large radius around 

Boston that the British were coming. 

As a leader of the radical Sons of 

Liberty, Revere will be responsible 

for keeping this group on mission and 

helpful to the continental army in the 

war. 

Ethan Allen: 

Ethan Allen was a farmer and 

businessman in the mid 1700’s before 

becoming fed up with the many laws 

governing the colonies of Vermont 

and New Hampshire. He founded the 

Green Mountain Boys to combat 

some of these laws and the British 

rule. He was a fierce patriot and the 

Green Mountain Boys were a strong 

militia group dedicated to fighting 

against the British. Along with 

Benedict Arnold, Ethan Allen and the 

Green Mountain Boys captured Fort 

Ticonderoga from the British in May 

of 1775, just before the start of this 

committee. The Green Mountain Boys 

are a major force in the fight against 

Britain, but at the time of the start of 

the committee, they are not 

technically a part of the Continental 

Army, therefore the delegate 

portraying Ethan Allen will have 

nearly unilateral power over the 

Green Mountain Boys. 

Questions to Consider: 
1. What would be the ideal outcome 

of this crisis for your position? 
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2. If it’s Independence, what form 

should this independence take? 

3. Also, how far are you willing to 

go, and how much are you willing 

to risk to gain independence? 

4. What is the best route to gain 

independence? If it’s war, how 

should this war be fought? 

5. What are some ways to resolve 

this conflict diplomatically while 

maintaining your position? 

6. If war is entirely unavoidable, 

how can you minimize losses and 

loss of territory in the path to 

gaining independence? 
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