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Dear Delegates,  
  
 We’re excited to welcome you to the Ethical MUN III conference! Moreover 
to this committee, the 1945 Cabinet of Harry S. Truman. We are looking forward to 
two full days of engaging debate and crisis simulation. We hope that through this 
topic you can channel your creativity to find comprehensive yet fun and exciting 
solutions. Now, for a little about us.  
 My name is Anton van Schaik and I am a senior here at the Ethical Culture 
Fieldston School. At school, I run track all three seasons, I am a film major and I am 
also a part of our student government (FSG). Last year I served as the Crisis Director 
for a few committees. I can’t wait for yet another exciting conference!  
 Hi, my name is Sophia and I am also senior here at Fieldston. I have been 
doing Model UN at Fieldston for 3 years on and off. Outside of school, I like to listen 
to music, bake, and play sudoku and crosswords.  
 The recently inaugurated President Truman trusts and looks to this committee 
to ensure the safety and well-being of the US and the world through intense discourse 
and debate, but, hopefully, ultimately finding comprehensive solutions through 
collaboration and taking active, critical steps. Together, not only must the Cabinet 
decide what course of action to take, but you all must also figure out how to navigate 
an increasingly dangerous and divided global climate. We hope to see you work 
closely with crisis and use the full capabilities of the roles you’re given to accomplish 
what your assignment would want if they were in the actual crisis. Although this is a 
formal conference, remember to have fun with your roles.  
 We can’t wait to meet you all in May! Don’t hesitate to reach out with any 
questions.  

Best,  

Your chairs, 

Anton Van Shaik (19asvanschaik@ecfs.org ) 
Sophia Romano (19srromano@ecfs.org)  

Cormac Thorpe 
Co-Secretary General

Julie Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Becker 
Chief of Staff

Olivia Pollack 
Chief of Staff

Jacob Greene 
Crisis Director

Lily Josephson 
Crisis Director

Alex Keswani 
Crisis Director

Halle Friedman 
Under Secretary 
General of 
Committees 
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Committee Description 
 The death of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt has shocked and startled 

the entire world; Harry S. Truman, 

just months into his role as President 

of the United States, looks towards his 

trusted Cabinet to ensure the safety 

and well-being of the US and the 

world. 

Structure 

 The nature of the committee is 

of a presidential cabinet. To 

accommodate this there are a number 

of differences between this and the 

generic simulation rules: 

 The chairs are to act as the 

moderators of debate. Together, they 

represent John R. Steelman, the 

Assistant to the President of the 

United States (a precursor to the 

White House Chief of Staff). 

President Harry S. Truman will be 

represented by a recurring actor, and 

although not present for debate in its 

entirety, will supervise as he sees fit. 

There is no Vice President at this 

time. 

 Although not all members of 

the committee are on the presidential 

cabinet proper, for the purpose of 

debate, distinction, and voting, they 

are. Additionally, when writing and 

passing directives as a group, if it 

involves some sort of presidential 

power, the acting president must 

approve of it, and reserves the right to 

veto any resolution that violates his 

principles. 

 The cabinet is in moderated 

caucus by default. Limits of debate 

can be set by the committee as they 

see it fit. Motion for a Round Robin 

will be added to list of rules; this can 

be used give every cabinet member a 

chance to speak on a certain topic for 

a certain time (both chosen when 

proposing the Round Robin). 

 The delegates present have 

personal portfolio powers to varying 

degrees. Delegates won’t be provided 

a list of what exactly the powers are; 

rather, they will be expected to 
 !  1

EthicalMUN III Crisis1945 Truman Cabinet



    EthicalMUN II       Crisis        

understand the general abilities and 

responsibilities that come with the 

position. These are to be used at their 

pleasure during debate.   

 There is no set agenda to the 

cabinet; rather, debate will be decided 

by the committee and chairs to 

respond effectively to crises as they 

arise. The background guide should 

be seen as a good benchmark, but not 

the final word by any means. 

Independent research on your 

character’s background and relevant 

topics is greatly advised. 

 The acting President may, at his 

pleasure, issue and enforce any 

additional rules and regulations in 

Committee as he sees fit, so long as it 

is within his power. This includes the 

suspension of any rule listed here. 

Background History 

 The year is 1945; the date, late 

July. The United States is still 

recovering from the Great Depression, 

the worst and longest economic 

period ever experienced by the nation; 

locked for the past half-decade in the 

largest conflict ever known to the 

world, or will ever be known; and is 

experiencing rapidly growing tensions 

between the idealistically opposite 

Soviet Union. Throughout this period 

there has been one figure that 

virtually all of America can rally 

behind and look towards: Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, 32nd President of 

the United States, just recently elected 

to his 4th term. Under his leadership, 

America has gradually rebuilt its 

stifled economy, joined its Allies in 

defeating the Axis Powers, and is 

coming to terms with the Soviets. 

 On April 12, 1945, President 

Roosevelt died at his personal 

residence in Warm Springs, Georgia, 

leaving behind a shocked and 

devastated nation, and world without 

a leader.  

 Formerly Vice President, Harry 

S. Truman is now acting President of 

the United States. He has hastily 

assembled his own Cabinet, mixing 
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holdovers from FDR’s Cabinet with 

his “Good Old Boys” from his time in 

Washington, D.C. They, along with 

other powerful delegates, will advise 

Truman to guide the nation through 

the end of War in the Pacific; 

reconstructing the fallen nations of the 

East and West, as well as the United 

States itself; and standing off against 

the Iron Curtain of Communism and 

the Soviet Union. 

World War II 
The European Theater 

 By 1937, Hitler was well on his 

way to create what we know today as 

the Axis Powers. As Hitler continued 

to pressure the unification of Austria 

and Germany (Anschluss), other 

world forces took notice of the 

exceedingly continuous advancement 

of Germany in Europe. At the tail end 

of 1936, Japan and Italy both signed a 

pact: the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

Though this was not a formal alliance, 

this pact showed the world both Japan 

and Italy’s support without having to 

join Germany’s enemies if a war 

would break out across Europe. Japan 

supported Germany as they hoped this 

strengthened Germany would force 

Great Britain to pull their men from 

Asia giving them more power. As 

Hitler’s Germany continued to 

become more aggressive and began to 

slowly take provinces, nations like the 

Soviet Union, then a member of the 

League of Nations, proposed a 

conference to prepare an interception 

of Hitler’s aggressions.  

 Cautious of the Soviets, Great 

Britain refused any such conference. 

Britain’s current Prime Minister 

Neville Chamberlain announced that 

there would be no commitment in 

helping the Soviet Union’s allies: 

Czechoslovakia or France; though he 

would proceed to accelerate the 

weapons production and armament of 

his own nation. In effect, international 

affairs for Hitler could be focused on 

Czechoslovakia, which on May 30th, 

1938, he announced to generals that 
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he would crush them and “save” the 

nation. Though some generals 

reflected the thoughts and feelings of 

a non-war sentiment due to the recent 

ending of the The Great War, Hitler 

would not step down. This 

advancement of Hitler sparked 

worries, but Great Britain was not the 

only one attempting to stay out of it. 

Across the Atlantic Ocean, the United 

States was determined to stay out of 

this non-American squabble as long 

as possible. Learning from the 

destruction of World War I, the United 

States Congress passed a series of 

Neutrality Acts which were meant to 

help keep them from fighting another 

harrowing war. Americans across the 

nation were, in general, against the 

war brewing. Many Americans 

thought that involvement in The Great 

War was a mistake but also that they 

had been tricked into it by the British. 

However, these Neutrality Acts did 

tend to favor those against the Axis. 

       

 The United State’s current 

president Franklin D. Roosevelt was 

also dealing with the Great 

Depression which left little room for 

war expenses. Americans were 

focused on FDR’s New Deal policies 

and not starving. Policies began 

helping with Black Americans’ rights 

to an extent and focused on housing, 

agricultural and economic programs. 

The United States’ time was taken up 

by this major economic depression 

and the war in Europe would have to 

take second precedent. 

 With powerful nations like the 

United States turning a blind eye to 

Hitler’s administration, no one could 

prevent the events of September 1, 

1939: Germany’s invasion of Poland. 

This was truly the spark plug of the 

events to follow. Both Britain and 

France declared war on Hitler’s 

Germany and Russia was enraged. 

Hitler was able to conquer Poland in 

roughly two months in which he 

finally declared himself the Ruler of 

the Third Reich. The fall of Poland to 
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Germany’s war machine began the 

sweeping of Northern and Western 

Europe. France and Britain were 

growing desperate and needed aid. 

The United States continued to refuse 

going into a war to help aid the Allies. 

By May 1940, Italy under Benito 

Mussolini had joined the Germans’ 

war effort and France had fallen. 

Europe was being conquered, Britain 

was the only remaining Allied power 

fighting the Axis, and they were 

losing. 

 FDR could no longer remain an 

observer. He began to prepare the 

United States for the worst and 

prepared US defenses for conflict. 

The US also began to send supplies to 

Great Britain as they had no money 

for war materials. To get around other 

acts prohibiting help, the Lend-Lease 

Act was passed in March 1941 which 

would least arms and other supplies to 

non-Axis countries. About $7 billion 

dollars were sent for ships, planes and 

tanks. US involvement didn’t stop 

here. Roosevelt and Winston 

Churchill met in August of 1941 and 

called for freedom on international 

trade and equal access to raw 

materials for all countries. In 

September of 1941, Roosevelt issues 

an order to the Navy to shoot on sight 

German or Italian warships in North 

Atlantic. 

 Then occurred the fateful day 

of December 7th, 1941: Pearl Harbor. 

This was the driving force that kicked 

the US into the war effort in Europe. 

With new Allied forces in the 

European Theatre, the weakened Axis 

powers were being beat back little by 

little. Thousands of volunteers from 

the US acted as nurses and mechanics, 

and effectively helped to pull the US 

out of the Great Depression. Russia, 

with forces on the East, West, and 

South, essentially boxed in the Third 

Reich. In February 1943, the Germans 

surrendered at Stalingrad. In 1944, 

with the major help of US materials, 

4,600 ships invaded German-occupied 

France to liberate the French people. 

The war on the Third Reich officially 
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ended on V-E Day on May 7, 1945. 

The German government issued an 

unconditional surrender to the Allied 

forces and thus began the process of 

the end of the war on the European 

Theatre.      

      
The North African Theater 
 The North African Campaign 

began in June of 1940 and continued 

for three years, as Axis and Allied 

forces pushed each other back and 

forth across the desert. The forces 

were fighting over key access points 

in these countries, one of them being 

the Suez Canal. The canal had been 

controlled by the British to connect 

Egypt to their colonial empire, as well 

as to access oil reserves. At the 

beginning of the war, Italy had been 

working with the Allies. In 1940, they 

turned their backs on these forces and 

formed an alliance with the Axis 

powers to gain more control over the 

Northern African regions. The tension 

that had built between the Italians and 

the British over regions in Northern 

Africa had bubbled over, for Italy had 

control over Libya which was 

neighboring the colony of Egypt, 

controlled by the British. 

 With the war underway, Italy 

invaded Egypt, causing immediate 

retaliation by the British and Indian 

forces. Hitler’s response to the capture 

of several thousand Italian soldiers 

was the creation of an army led by 

General Erwin Rommel, titled the 

“Afrika Korps.” Despite this capture, 

the Italians outnumbered the British in 

the Northern African territory and 

held extreme power over the Allies’ 

armies. Nevertheless, a large scale 

raid led by the British Army led to the 

destruction of Graziani’s forces and 

the near collapse of the Italians’ hold 

on North Africa. In 1942, the General 

from the British Army, General 

Bernard Montgomery, managed to 

force the Axis out of Egypt and into 

Tunisia. In 1943 Operation Torch took 

place, and essentially brought together 

the unification of British and 
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American forces to fight the Axis 

troops in Tunisia. Together, this ended 

the Campaign for North Africa 

       
The Pacific Theater 

 While the war was raging in 

Europe and Africa, a storm was 

brewing in Asia as well. The main 

conflict in the Pacific was between 

Japan, one of the main Axis powers, 

and the Allies. This hugely included 

many of the Pacific Islands, the 

Philippines, the Dutch East Indies, 

Borneo, Australia and much of New 

Guinea as well as the western part of 

the Solomon Islands. Much of this 

excluded mainland Asia, with minor 

involvement in China. Much of the 

Japanese involvement in the Pacific 

included the expansion of Japanese 

territory in East Asia from 1931 

onwards. This expansion began with 

the invasion of Manchuria and 

continued many years into other 

territories. 
       

 The signing of Japan into the 

Tripartite Pact with Germany and 

Italy on September 27, 1940 only 

heightened international intrigue into 

Japan’s actions in the Pacific Ocean. 

With the evident Japanese aggression, 

there was an attempt to push back 

Japan’s advances in China as well as 

their advances in the Pacific. The 

United States imposed economic 

sanctions in response to Japan, but 

this only furthered the Japanese 

aggression. While Japan experienced 

severe shortages of necessary 

resources, such as oil, and now had to 

fight back against the most dominant 

Pacific power: the United States. 

Thus, on December 7th and 8th, 1941, 

the Japanese Empire gave the order to 

bomb Pearl Harbor, the Philippines, 

Wake Island, British Malaya, 

Thailand, and Midway. This attack 

was meant to not only devastated the 

United States, but also British forces 

in Asia and to seize the much-needed 

resources of Southeast Asia. Nearly 

2,500 Americans died in the bombing 
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of Pearl Harbor. 18 ships were sunk 

and 5 of which were battleships. 

Technically, all of the men and 

women killed were considered non-

combatants due to the fact that the 

United States was not in a state of war 

during the attack. This attack, 

however, still launched the 

complacent United States into the 

Second World War along with the 

Allies against the Axis. 

 Before the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor, the United States had about 

over 126,400 men in the Navy, 

174,000 men in the Army, 26,000 in 

the Army Air Corps, 19,700 in the 

Marine Corps, and 10,000 in the 

Coast Guard (1939). This attack on 

American soil called many in the 

nation to serve, and the people rushed 

to enlist. Men and women alike were 

to become part of this war effort. The 

declaration of war on Japan, however, 

did not impede Japan, as they 

continued to achieve military 

successes all across the Pacific. Guam 

and Wake Island fell to Japan in 1941 

and by the first half of 1942, the 

Philippines and the Dutch East Indies, 

Hong Kong, Malaya, Singapore, and 

Burma had been lost as well. 

 U.S. Admiral Chester Nimitz 

was appointed Supreme Allied 

Commander of the Pacific Ocean 

Areas in March, 1942 and many 

Allied forces were commanded by 

U.S. General Douglas MacArthur 

who was prevalent in Asia for many 

years after. While at war with Japan, 

the United States began to turn the 

war towards their favor after cracking 

Japan’s secret codes. This helped to 

enable the Pacific Fleet to predict 

attacks in advance. On June 4, 1942, 

the plan to attack Midway Island with 

100 Japanese ships was already 

known to the Americans, who planned 

accordingly. After two days, Japan 

had taken substantial losses, which 

led to a decisive U.S. victory and 

became the turning point in the 

Pacific Campaign. The American 

victory effectively halted the Japanese 

expansion in the Pacific. The United 
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States began its island hopping 

campaign, taking back islands one by 

one and utilizing them to advance 

further. Over the next few years, 

United States’ forces would continue 

to slowly take back these islands with 

many casualties along the way. In 

1944, America had liberated the 

Philippines and started their air 

attacks on mainland Japan. Suicidal 

Japanese air attacks, Kamikaze 

attacks, bombarded US invasions in 

Iwo Jima and Okinawa, causing many 

losses for both sides in the process. 

 The end of the war was coming 

to an end. Germany had surrendered 

and war in the European theatre was 

coming to an end. However, things 

were different in the Pacific theatre 

and with Japan. When the Allies 

issued the Potsdam Declaration on 

July 26, 1945, Japan had refused to 

agree to its terms. Many of its 

territories were being taken by the 

United States and Allied forces. 

Despite this and the continued and 

increasingly frequent bombing by the 

United States, Japan still refused 

surrender.     

  

A Brief Statement on the 

Atrocities of Nazi Germany 

 While the Holocaust was being 

carried out, the Americans were not as 

aware of the entire situation as they 

should have been, causing them to 

feel somewhat of an indifference to 

the entire genocide. The Holocaust 

barely even entered the American 

consciousness during the 1940s, as it 

was not seen as a matter needing 

intervention. Americans were mainly 

concerned with the course of the war 

itself, without delving too deeply into 

the specifics of the crimes against 

humanity committed by the Axis. 

While Americans did report on the 

acts of terror being committed in Nazi 

Germany during the early 1933s, the 

full extent of the situation was not 

known and the explicit targeting of 

Jewish people wouldn’t be discerned 

until approximately 5 years later. The 
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victims of Nazism also included 

communists, socialists, trade unionists 

and other political opponents of the 

Hitler regime, such that the Jews were 

seen as other victims, not as the 

predominant ones. Military events 

were the focal points for Americans, 

as they are unaware of the singling 

out of Jews as the primary subjects of 

genocide. 

The Current Situation in Europe  
 Although Franklin D. 

Roosevelt was the United States’ 

president for much of World War II, 

President Truman has assumed the 

Presidency upon FDR’s death. He was 

sworn in April 12, 1945. To get to the 

end of the war, it was imperative that 

Truman executed final orders well 

and effectively finish the war that 

Germany had started, ensuring an 

Allied victory. Over the next 5 

months, following the switch in 

power from Roosevelt to Truman, key 

events would occur. On April 22nd 

through May 22nd, over a million 

Soviet soldiers took Berlin, one of the 

main centers of the Third Reich’s 

command. With this capture, the 

leader of the Third Reich, Adolf 

Hitler, committed suicide. In this 

time, on May 8th 1945, President 

Truman would give a speech from the 

White House announcing the 

surrender of Germany. This speech 

spoke of how the West was free of 

tyranny, but the East was still being 

grasped by the Japanese. The war was 

not over. 

 Now that the war on the 

European theatre was coming to an 

end, new policies, acts and maps 

would need to be drawn up. One of 

the most notable was the Potsdam 

Conference held near Berlin, from 

July 17th to August 2nd. This specific 

conference was the last of the 

meetings held by the the three large 

heads of state, better known as the 

“Big Three” of the time. These heads 

included American President Harry S. 

Truman, British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill, and the Soviet 
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Premier Joseph Stalin. This 

conference helped to establish a 

Council of Foreign Ministers along 

with an Allied Control Council which 

would address specifically the 

administration of Germany. Because 

Germany was the center of the Axis 

Powers and the Third Reich, much of 

the country would need to be 

dismantled, rebuilt and shaped to the 

likings of the victors to ensure what 

happened in the past would not 

happen again, while at the same time 

not committing the mistakes that had 

occurred at the end of the Great War. 

 This conference would also 

shape German economy, decide the 

punishment for war criminals, split up 

the country as everyone knew it and 

changed the lives of those for years to 

come. It was agreed that there would 

be a primary emphasis on the 

development of agriculture as well as 

a nonmilitary industry. Anything that 

had to do with the Nazi party would 

be eradicated. German scientists, such 

as Wernher von Braun, were to be 

brought to the United States to work 

on weapons and help with the war 

effort. 

 With the dismantling of the 

force that started it all, France, Great 

Britain, Russia, the United States 

would take their places as major 

Western powers once again though 

many of the nations were suffering 

from the war. The US would continue 

to send resources and help to rebuild 

as well as staking their dominance 

over east and west. This would begin 

a power struggle between the Soviets 

and the Americans.    

  

The Current Situation in the 

Pacific 
 The end of the War in the 

Pacific is in sight. However, the 

question of forcing the Japanese 

surrender remains. All signs point to a 

long and bitter fight to take Japan 

proper, beginning with an amphibious 

landing that would dwarf the assault 

of Normandy and end untold months 

later. Casualty estimates are perhaps a 
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million U.S. lives and several times 

that in Japanese lives, both civilian 

and military. It is perhaps necessary 

that an alternate end be achieved. 

 There also remains the question 

of rebuilding the Japanese occupied 

territories of the Pacific. Island chains 

and atolls such as Guam, Wake, and 

Midway have been decimated by first 

Japanese, then American forces. The 

infrastructure of these territories are 

devastated, have suffered civilian 

casualties, and need a new 

government instituted in some cases. 

 Many former Japanese colonies 

taken from former colonizers such as 

the British and the French were given 

some control over their own ruling 

while Japan had occupied them. When 

Japan had relinquished these 

territories, the question of governance 

is evident (countries of note are 

Korea, Vietnam, and Indonesia) 

      

       

On the Topic of The United 

States 
On Society     

 Many Americans were swayed 

by Marxist ideas during the Great 

Depression, as the prospect of 

capitalism seems bleak. This appeal 

was extended to prominent American 

artists, authors, and poets. Ernest 

Hemingway was among those whose 

writing reflected his appreciation for 

socialist and Marxist ideals. During 

the Great Depression and onwards, 

people felt inspired to create 

documentaries highlighting 

American’s feelings and thoughts on 

their lifestyles, as well as the situation 

they felt stranded in. It was a means 

of uniting the population, as it 

displayed to everyone that people 

were suffering whether they were 

poor or rich and that the Great 

Depression was a blanket that covered 

them all. During the 1930s, 

Americans rediscovered the virtues of 

democracy and the essential decency 
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of the ordinary citizen—the near-

mythical “common man” who was 

celebrated in Roosevelt’s speeches, 

Frank Capra’s movies, and Norman 

Rockwell's paintings.   

 The Roosevelt Administration, 

seeing a peak in the arts, felt the 

responsibility to provide these 

creators with a sustainable wage so 

that they could continue their work, 

inspiring and educating Americans 

throughout the country. Because 

Franklin D. Roosevelt felt strongly 

about this, he created the “Federal Art 

Project”, the “Federal Music Project”, 

the “Federal Theatre Project” and 

finally, the “Federal Writers’ Project”. 

This was a period of experimentation 

for artists to express themselves and 

to entertain the people during a time 

of turbulence and existential troubles. 

 In 1939, the world population 

was approximately around 2 billion 

people. Throughout World War II, it 

was estimated that 62-78 million of 

these people died, wiping out 3% of 

the world’s population. This led to 

several health and social issues in the 

United States, as families’ overall 

wellbeing and health suffered 

throughout these turbulent years. It 

was noted that not only were higher 

levels of adult diabetes being 

reported, but depression was at an all 

time high and the likelihood of 

obtaining these health issues were 

significantly elevated due to the 

stressful atmosphere. For combatants, 

the likelihood of developing diabetes 

and depression as adults was even 

worse. Levels of life satisfaction were 

also at an all-time low throughout the 

war-time period.    

 During World War II, African 

Americans and other minorities saw a 

shift in treatment, as they were given 

greater responsibilities outside of the 

norm due to the large amount of 

people absent the United States. 

Nevertheless, they were still subjected 

to discrimination and explicit racism, 

however, the great need for factory 

workers during the war had a 

generally positive effect for African 
 !  13

EthicalMUN III Crisis1945 Truman Cabinet



    EthicalMUN II       Crisis        

Americans. These factory jobs were a 

major step up, as they were 

considered to be higher skilled jobs 

with better pay, however, African 

Americans were not paid nearly the 

same amount as white Americans who 

had previously held these posts before 

the war. This time period was filled 

with uncertainty and fear, shifting 

Americans’ perceptions of others, as 

people began embracing the 

“Americans All” slogan, calling for 

the unification of people from all 

background and ethnic groups. 

 Despite this shift, blacks, 

Mexicans, Chinese and Japanese 

immigrants were targets of 

discrimination in employment and 

property ownership. This was seen 

especially with African Americans 

where exploitative operations were 

being carried out against them to 

drive them into a life of debt and 

suffering. Japanese Americans also 

suffered, especially after Pearl Harbor 

where they were feared to be Japanese 

spies, relaying any known information 

to the enemy of the United States. In 

order to ‘protect’ the American 

citizens from this potential danger, the 

federal government created a plan to 

move more than a hundred thousand 

Japanese Americans living along the 

West Coast to relocation camps 

[where they had to] sell their homes, 

businesses, and many of their 

belongings on short notices - 

American citizens. 

On the Economy 
 The Great Depression swept the 

American economy from 1929 to 

1939, where the gross domestic 

product declined steadily, affecting 

economic growth and employment. 

This was the first time where the 

middle class and upper-class families 

struggled to keep their heads above 

water. During these years, the 

American unemployment rate 

averaged 13.3 percent. In order to 

better the situation, President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt enacted the New Deal, 
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where it allowed Americans to escape 

the era of the Great Depression. It 

essentially reformed capitalism and 

governance in the country. By 1940, 

the unemployment rate steadily 

declined as people were finding jobs 

in the new labor market. Before the 

start of World War II, the United 

States was experiencing a period of 

rapid technical change where they 

saw the development of Lucite, 

Teflon, and nylon, improvements in 

the design of the internal combustion 

engine, and organizational changes 

such as the spread of assembly line 

methods and modern personnel-

management practices. 

 Once the war began, 

“conversion” was encouraged in the 

American market, as companies were 

quick to produce military products 

instead of regular consumer goods. 

This industry contributed to the end of 

the depression, as economic activity 

was at an all time high since 1929. 

With this increase in economic 

activity came an improvement to the 

labor movement where it served as 

the balance between state owned 

enterprises and private industries. 

Furthermore, African Americans and 

women were given access to an array 

of jobs that were previously withheld 

from them. FDR believed that it 

would be in the American’s best 

interest to allow full participation of 

citizens in the workforce, and would 

ultimately help businesses grow. 

      

On the Topic of Western 

Europe 
On Society 

 Western Europe was affected 

by the wave of the communist 

influence, where people from all 

backgrounds were made to feel that 

they were a part of a vibrant 

community of like-minded souls, in 

that they were participants in an 

international movement larger than 

themselves and that they were literally 

making history, all escaping the trap 

of capitalism. This was one of the 
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largest propaganda tools implemented 

by the Soviet Union, as they took full 

advantage of the arts to implement 

ideas of an equal community. 

Similarly, during the 1930s, the Nazis’ 

ensured that they implemented their 

own dominance over the German 

media, especially with the creation of 

Nazi war films and radio shows. 

 After the war, Germany and 

Poland experienced the most civilians 

murdered, as 9.8-10.4 million 

civilians were reported to be killed by 

the Nazi regime. The majority of 

these casualties were men, causing 

there to be a disproportionate ratio of 

males to females. Despite this, studies 

have shown a 0.14 increase in fertility 

for both low-SES and high-SES 

groups during the War, as compared 

with pre-War fertility rates. The 

absence of fathers also played a 

significant role in children’s lives, as 

many grew up without a male 

presence, and would enter adulthood 

only to find out that their fathers were 

murdered in a battle. At the young age 

of 10, one in four children in Austria 

and Germany lived without their 

biological fathers. 

 Throughout the six years of 

war, people were forced off their land, 

as it was too dangerous to continue 

living in that region due to the 

consistent bombings and battles 

surrounding particular areas. Not only 

were homes abandoned, but many 

people lost their personal belongings 

and means of providing for their 

families. Hunger swept through 

nations, with both the poor and rich 

being affected. This hunger crisis 

negatively affected citizens’ health. A 

prominent example of the severity of 

the situation could be seen in Poland, 

where the average caloric intake for 

the population was about 930 calories 

in 1941. Occupiers in European 

countries were creating blockades, 

disrupting people’s access to fruits 

and vegetables, only worsening the 

hunger crisis. This can be seen in 

Greece where 100,000 to 200,000 

people died in 1942 alone. These 
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blockades not only served as regional 

disruptors, but also acted as 

international obstacles, preventing 

communication with neighboring 

countries who may have the resources 

necessary to aid local citizens. In 

countries like the Netherlands, harsh 

weather irritated matters and led to 

20,000 deaths from hunger. If citizens 

did not die from starvation, then they 

were likely to suffer from mental and 

health issues like coronary heart 

disease, diabetes, addiction, and 

depression. 

On the Economy 
 The rise of the Nazi party was 

powered by the deep failures of the 

German economy to sustain economic 

growth and prosperity due to the total 

dependence on coal and metal as the 

only natural resources. The loss of 

these resources and industries led to 

the complete evisceration of the 

middle class. Adolf Hitler took the 

anger from the people and used it to 

facilitate his fascist regime, as the war 

debts and inflation were slowly 

ripping Germans apart. In other 

nations, the tightening of money and 

credit eventually led to the collapse of 

Austria’s largest bank in 1931, the 

Kreditanstalt, which kicked off a 

wave of bank failures throughout 

Central Europe, including the 

complete disintegration of Germany’s 

banking system. The Nazi party went 

from being a fringe, far right group to 

a popular, mainstream solution to an 

ever increasing economic problem. 

Eventually, German leaders took it 

upon themselves to annex territories 

in order to claim resources due to the 

fact that trade was deteriorating 

among nations. 

 The economic status in Europe 

was very poor during World War II, as 

warfare reduces capital stock through 

the destruction of infrastructure, 

productive capacity, and housing 

through bombing and fighting, and 

results in a relocation of food and 

other production into military 

production. Countries now can 
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transition away from a closed market 

and into the global economy. 

 European countries have 

potential to see exceptional growth 

from this point forward, as 

governments now have the 

opportunity to freely invest in other 

markets, allowing them to maintain 

wages consistent with full 

employment and respectable profit 

rates. With the rapid increase in 

industrialization and an influx of new 

technologies, these countries can 

emphasize the integration of skill-

based training in universities to 

promote innovation. 

On the Topic of East Asia  
China 
 Since 1930 China has 

undergone a series of transformation 

and turmoil; these past fifteen years 

have largely been marked by war and 

poverty. In these periods, China was 

invaded by Japan, plagued by 

warlords, endured poverty, and bore 

economic recession. The Communist 

Party (CPC) and the Nationalist Party 

(KMT), which had de facto control of 

the vast majority of the country, 

fought each other with total war and 

espionage until 1937. Led by Mao 

Zedong, the newborn Communist 

Party was too weak to confront the 

Nationalist Party in urban areas, so 

they turned to the rural areas and 

liberated the poor peasants from 

warlords and landlords, gaining 

support village by village, and 

undertook the unprecedented Long 

March to evade total annihilation 

from the KMT. Led by Jiang Jieshi, 

the Nationalist Party looked to the 

West and aimed to build a China that 

is democratic and independent. The 

KMT had somewhat adequate control 

over means of production, distribution 

of resources, and a relatively 

competent army, and were trying to 

manage development and the war 

against the Communist Party and the 

Japanese invaders simultaneously. 
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 Since 1937, the two parties 

decided to not fight for power against 

each other, and turned against toward 

the common enemy, the Japanese 

invaders. Between 1937 and 1945, 

thousands of millions of lives were 

lost, territories were ceded, and the 

Nationalist Party was also 

economically exhausted from 

inflation and corruption. With the war 

against the Japanese occupiers going 

on, extreme economic inflation made 

life very difficult for the average 

Chinese citizen and foreign investor 

alike. Between 1930 and 1945, China 

experienced division and unity, and 

bloodshed and patriotism became the 

main story. 

       

Japan      
 Japan, has undergone a path to 

madness and bloodshed. Driven by 

war, the Japanese Imperialism went 

from primetime to destruction; its 

leaders built a highly efficient war 

machine, and buried it with their own 

hands. Leaders of Japan, who took 

power in 1931 amid the economic 

recession, realized that the Japanese 

archipelago has extremely limited 

resources for its development.29 The 

nationalist leaders convinced the 

people that the only way to resolve 

their economic crisis and resource 

shortage is to conquer China and the 

rest of Asia, which had vast lands and 

adequate resources. Hence, they took 

a path of invasion and bloodshed, 

beginning in the fertile lands of 

Northeastern China and Korea, while 

letting the people believe that their 

military was only abroad to help the 

“uncultured” people of Asia. 

 With the entire nation being 

productive during work and thrifty 

during life, the war economy fed the 

people of Japan and achieved growth 

rates of all time high. With precious 

resources feeding the nation from 

abroad, industrialization modernized 

the homes of Japanese and the army 

of the Imperialists, who supported 

their war with more extractive wars. 
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However, the Japanese economy took 

a path of recess shortly after 1937, 

with a war with China and USA, the 

economy plummeted after the Pacific 

War breakout in 1941. For the average 

Japanese, most necessities were 

rationalized and inexistent, and the 

nation was on the brink of collapse as 

military spending reached 87% of the 

nation’s GDP in 1944. Economic 

recession, poverty, and famine 

became the main story again for 

Japan, and is threatening to topple the 

nationalist leaders, who gained power 

through these very social elements 

back at 1930.    

  

Korea      
 Korea until 1945 was under the 

brutal rulings of the Japanese, and the 

Korean people took an admirable path 

to independence with extreme 

sacrifice. Annexed by Japan, the 

tradition, language, and lives of 

Korean people were heavily 

suppressed for Japanese war efforts, 

and its resources were extracted to 

supply the Japanese archipelago. The 

nation itself was largely used as a 

supply base of resource and 

manpower for the Japanese army. 

Millions of men were conscripted into 

the Japanese army or labor forces, and 

tens of thousands of women were 

forced into sexual slavery for the 

Japanese army. With a Provisional 

Government set up in Shanghai, 

China, the Korean people organized 

more anti-Japanese uprisings than 

ever to fight the pro-Japanese faction 

and the Japanese invaders. In 1940, 

the Korean Liberation Army was 

formed, and brought together almost 

all resistance forces against the 

Japanese ruling alongside the Chinese 

forces. Between 1930 and 1945, the 

people of Korea had extreme sacrifice 

under the Japanese ruling, and had no 

economy per se, as this annexed land 

was mostly used for the purpose of 

supplying the Japanese army. 
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Siberia   
 Siberia has undergone decades 

of turmoil and unrest between 1920 

and 1945. Siberia had always been 

well known as a region with very few 

population and vast land, these 

geographical and socioeconomic 

characteristics of Siberia has deemed 

that organized farmers can be very 

productive and make a fortune off of 

farming. In the history, farmers in 

Siberia has been able to build houses, 

expand ranches, and feed families. 

Some farmers recruited other farmers 

to work for him, and generate more 

wealth with the addition of 

manpower. 

 Between 1920 and 1945, these 

relatively wealthy farmers were 

labeled as “kulak” by Soviet Russia 

and Stalin, and deemed as targets of 

punishment for the purpose of 

eliminating capitalist class stratum 

and redistributing the land and means 

of production back to the people and 

state. With the labeling and 

elimination of class stratum comes 

social turmoil, many peasants and 

farmers were put into prison or went 

into exile. Collectivization was able to 

make some workers and farmers 

productive at the very beginning of 

social movement, but the lack of 

incentivize was not able to keep the 

average worker and farmer 

productive. With the elimination of 

kulaks and many other farmers, the 

preexisting agricultural system was 

immensely disturbed, resulted in 

problems like mismanagement, 

overgrazing, and lack of productivity, 

making this once agriculturally 

renowned region much less capable. 

 Other than sparking social 

movements and eliminating class 

stratum, the Soviets also treated 

Siberia as a dumping ground for 

prisoners, enemies of the people, or 

any unwanted individuals. Those 

individuals were usually put into 

many Gulags, which are essentially 

labor camps, within Siberia. And 

these individuals within the Gulags 

were charged to farm, work, or just 
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serve as free labor to build 

Siberia.The living and working 

condition for those within the Gulags 

were extremely concerning, and 

resulted in mass escape, starvation, 

and death, and even the maintenance 

of these labor camps became a burden 

for the Soviets. 

Misc. Regions 
 Before World War II, Palestine 

was under what was called 

“Mandatory Palestine”. This referred 

to the British Mandate for Palestine, 

which was a document published in 

1920 and put into effect on September 

29, 1923 . The document gave the 

British control over this part of the 

world, as they were given the goal of 

administering the region’s formerly 

Ottoman nations until such time as 

they are able to stand alone. It was 

mandated by the League of Nations, 

an intergovernmental organization 

founded after World War I. In some 

sense, this was a form of British 

imperialism, as they took full reigns 

on making executive decisions 

concerning the citizens of this region 

as well as the sovereignty of the 

nation state. In effect, this document 

granted the British the ability to issue 

the state of Palestine as the Jewish 

homeland, as the zionist movement 

began to develop throughout the 19th 

century. This movement refers to the 

creation of a Jewish homeland, 

without any state specifically in mind. 

At one point, Uganda was even 

considered for this Jewish homeland; 

however, in the end, Palestine was the 

British nation of choice. This change 

was not met with open arms, and led 

to tension that continues to this day 

among the Israelis and the 

Palestinians. 

 During World War II, the 

Palestinian Arabs fought for both 

sides, some stood by the British army 

who fought for the Allies, and others 

fought with the Axis with the hope 

that these nations would help them 

regain their independence and control 
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over their nation. Other Middle 

Eastern nations were also involved in 

the war, as they were either providing 

combatants or services for specific 

countries. For example, Iran’s leader 

at the time was pro-German, and 

therefore only allowed access through 

their routes to German soldiers. 

However, when Soviet Russia 

desperately needed access through 

this route for a massive military 

operation, they were denied, leading 

to the British and Russian invasion of 

Iran. In 1932, Iraq was granted 

independence from the British, 

allowing them to be have full 

sovereignty of their own nation. 

However, they were still forced to 

allow British military bases on their 

soil, causing resentment to build up 

over time. The minister of Iraq 

demanded that the British leave in 

1941, as he grew tired of their 

imposing control and supported the 

Axis powers during World War II. 

      

On the Topic of the Soviet 

Union 
A Brief History    
 The Soviet Union arose from a 

variety of circumstances. The final 

ruler of the Russian Empire, Tsar 

Nicholas II, ruled over a vast expanse 

of territories strained to their limit by 

the war effort. Initially an effective 

member of the Triple Entente, Russia 

began to buckle by 1916. Millions of 

drafted men were now on the verge of 

revolt; their families robbed of supply 

and resources by the war effort; the 

tattered economy leading to more and 

more strikes, rendering industry 

stagnate. By 1917, the Tsar abdicated 

his throne and left a weak Provisional 

Government. The Soviet faction of the 

country, led by the far-left Bolshevik 

leader Vladimir Lenin, gradually 

filled the power vacuum. By the end 

of the year, communism programs 

were rapidly underway, though 

focused almost entirely within 

European Russia.    
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 This Revolution was opposed 

by nearly every other major European 

power, as well as the remaining 

Monarchists and Capitalists within 

Russia. What followed was five years 

of bloodshed in the Russian Civil War 

between the Communist Red Army 

and the various opposed parties 

known loosely as the White Army. By 

1922 the Red Army had emerged 

victorious, but at a high priced: the 

majority of Russia’s industrial and 

agricultural capabilities were 

destroyed, and millions of workers 

displaced. A period of famine and 

unrest followed as Russia unified the 

surrounding Soviet republics of 

Ukraine, Belarus, and the Caucuses 

into the Soviet Union.   

 By 1924 the Soviet Union had 

established a Constitution, but lost its 

leader, Vladimir Lenin. This both 

surged the transition to communism 

and allowed the current leader, Joseph 

Stalin, to take the lead. Under his 

leadership the Soviet Union 

experienced rapid industrialization, 

boosting the standard of living above 

pre-Revolution conditions and 

allowing nationalized industry and 

collectivized agriculture to become 

the primary means of ownership. 

 This boost to the Soviet life 

was short lived. Into the 1930s, more 

labor regulations and higher 

production quotas were implemented 

to meet Stalin’s increasingly 

ambitious 5 Year Plans. Additionally, 

Stalin began to grow increasingly 

paranoid of older, more enfranchised 

Communist Party members taking his 

power or causing unrest in the 

population. Beginning with politically 

dissident Party officials in 1936, this 

“Great Purge” moved to target the 

social elite within the Soviet Union, 

including intellectuals such as 

scientists, artists, and writers. In 1938 

it concluded with most non-

collectivized farmers and the majority 

of the military leadership. More than a 

million Soviet citizens were executed, 

imprisoned, exiled, or moved to 

forced labor camps in remote Siberia. 
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This would prove disastrous in the 

following years. 

 Almost immediately to the East 

of the Soviet Union was the growing 

Nazi Germany. Both countries were 

ideologically opposed to each other to 

the point of hostility; yet mutual 

interests in peaceful coexistence 

pushed a 1939 non-aggression pact, 

which forbids war between the two 

and outlined Soviet and German 

spheres of influence. This 10-year 

agreement lasted 2 years, when in 

June 1941 Hitler broke the pact by 

invading the Soviet satellite territories 

of Ukraine, Belorussia, and Lithuania. 

Still recovering from the Great Purge, 

the Soviet Red Army struggled for 

control as the German Army advanced 

rapidly to Moscow. In winter of 1941, 

the Germans were halted in their 

advance just outside of Moscow, and 

the following year were pushed back. 

1942 saw the Germans advancing 

through the Caucasus towards 

Stalingrad while struggling to 

maintain dominance in the North. It 

was at the Battle of Stalingrad where 

the Germans would be halted, and 

after a nearly 6-month siege 

surrendered to the Soviets. Through 

1943 and ’44 the Red Army reclaimed 

practically all the occupied territory, 

and in 1945 marched into the German 

capital of Berlin to meet the other 

Allies and force the German 

surrender. 

 This all came at an enormous 

cost to the Soviets. Soviet military 

losses were heavy especially early in 

the war, perhaps as high as 9 million. 

Civilian deaths were higher, around 

16 million. Additionally, the entirety 

of the Eastern Front was razed twice, 

wiping out industry and infrastructure. 

The Soviets have taken it upon 

themselves to reconstruct these 

countries in their ideal socialist 

image, cutting them off from capitalist 

economy and western society.  
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The Soviet Economy 

 The Communist system relies 

on a centralized and directed 

economy. Quotas are set by the state 

for raw materials and produced goods; 

the quotas are fulfilled by state-owned 

bodies who operate for no profit, just 

production of the goods. They are all 

coordinated by the State to meet 

specific goals and capabilities in 5-

year plans. The goods produced are 

then sold domestically by the 

government; exported to other 

socialist states; or used by the 

government itself. 

 Workers are employed directly 

by the State and are paid a wage set 

by the State for that specific job. This 

wage is typically used to pay for 

things much like in the United States; 

however, “rent” as a concept doesn’t 

exist, as housing is provided. Utility 

services cost much less. Luxuries 

such as toys, radios, and automobiles 

are sold at a much higher price than 

the United States. These luxuries are 

often in short supply due to controlled 

price, nonexistent consumer feedback, 

and necessary rationing. Food, when 

in good supply, is cheap and of 

adequate quality. During shortages 

(especially during the War) the State 

has turned to rationing.    

The Soviet Society    
 In brief, the society of the 

Soviet Union is much like its 

economy: controlled, rehearsed, and 

commanded. Media is almost wholly 

controlled by the State; from books to 

newspapers, from radio to concerts, 

from painting to theater, the State 

approves what is deemed appropriate 

and censors what is not. This extends 

to foreign media as well, when it is 

rarely imported. 

 Movement into, out of, and 

around the Soviet Union is highly 

regulated by the State, and most 

strictly regulated upon those outside 

the USSR. Leisure periods and 

holidays generally must be approved. 

Owning property outright is almost 
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unheard of; instead, most urban 

Soviets live in crowded apartments, 

assigned by the state, often sharing 

with multiple strangers. Running 

water and electricity are becoming 

more common, but still considered a 

luxury in some underdeveloped areas. 

      
Current Affairs 
 As it stands, the Soviet Union 

largely abides by the divisions and 

borders agreed upon at the Yalta 

conference in February 1945. 

Broadly, the Soviets have installed 

Communist governments in (at its 

westmost point) East Germany, 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, 

and all territory stretching eastward 

towards Russia. These “Soviet 

Socialist Republics” are largely 

modeled on the USSR in politics, 

economy, and society. Yet so far, 

peace has been maintained. 

       

The Pacific is another issue. Stalin has 

expressed intention to join the Pacific 

theater shortly after the conclusion of 

the Eastern Front. Although not 

capable of invading Japan proper, the 

Japanese-occupied Manchurian 

Peninsula is well within the Soviets’ 

reach. 

Positions and Delegate 

Views      

James F. Byrnes (Secretary of State) 

 Byrnes has a long history with 

politics, serving as Governor of South 

Carolina and as a US Supreme Court 

justice before his appointment as SoS. 

Byrnes took a hard line against the 

Japanese and Germans in WWII, but 

not so extreme (yet) against the 

Soviets. Domestically Byrnes has 

traditionally opposed many liberal 

reforms, especially concerning labor 

laws and racial issues, but was 

nonetheless a supporter of the New 

Deal. Byrnes maintains good 

relationships with a few very 

powerful people and no one else, 

 !  27

EthicalMUN III Crisis1945 Truman Cabinet



    EthicalMUN II       Crisis        

while hating anyone opposed to his 

views. 

      

Fred M. Vinson (Secretary of 

Treasury) 

 Vinson has served as a 

Congressman for Kentucky since 

1924, was appointed to the US 

Washington DC Appeals Court by 

FDR in 1943, and was Director of the 

Office of Economic Stabilization until 

he was appointed SoT. Vinson is a 

socially conservative, fiscally liberal 

Southerner, and is known to have a 

warm personality and be excellent at 

solving disputes through negotiation. 

As Secretary of the Treasury, Vinson 

issues and negotiates a broad range of 

finances for the United States, both 

Domestic and Foreign, as well as 

advising the President 

      

Robert P. Patterson (Secretary of 

War) 

 Patterson served in the Great 

War, and was given the Distinguished 

Service Cross and Silver Star upon 

completion. In 1930 President Herbert 

Hoover appointed him to the Southern 

New York District Court, and in 1939 

was moved up to US Second Circuit 

Appeals by FDR for a short 15 

months before becoming 

Undersecretary of War under FDR. 

Patterson is an experienced in both 

the military and law, and is a man of 

upstanding character and integrity. As 

Secretary of War, Patterson has the 

privilege and responsibility of 

managing the United States Army 

(including the Army Air Force), 

chiefly in Europe. 

      

Tom C. Clark (Attorney General) 

 Clark is an Eagle Scout and 

veteran of the Great War, afterwards 

serving as a District Attorney before 

moving up through the federal justice 

system in the next decades. During 

this time Clark was instrumental in 

‘trust busting’ and investigating 

wartime fraud. Clark strives for 

integrity and stresses judicial 

independence in his work. He is 
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concerned with doing his job, but 

really seeks a position as Supreme 

Court Justice. As Attorney General, 

Clark advises the President and 

Cabinet on legal matters, as well as 

directing the Justice Department, 

particularly with regard to Federal 

crimes. 

       

James V. Forrestal (Secretary of 

Navy) 

 Forrestal was a Naval Aviator 

in The Great War, and afterwards got 

into the business of trading stocks and 

campaigning for the Democratic 

Party. Forrestal then was 

Undersecretary of the Navy in WWII 

and ascended to Secretary by 1944. 

He is known as shy and philosophic, 

but also a workaholic. As Secretary of 

the Navy, Forrestal has the privilege 

and responsibility of managing the 

United States Navy, including the 

Marine Corps. 

       

Harold L. Ickes (Secretary of Interior) 

 Ickes is a lawyer from Chicago 

who has played a massive role in 

political reform of the city, as well as 

being a member of every progressive 

movement until his nomination to SoI 

in 1933. Ickes served the entirety of 

Roosevelt’s term, managing the PWA 

program to great success while 

advocating for desegregation and 

racial equality. Ickes is a talented 

orator who puts his principles before 

everything else, at all costs. As 

Secretary of the Interior, Ickes has the 

responsibility of managing domestic 

programs and agencies, most of which 

is continuing New Deal programs. 

       

Clinton P. Anderson (Secretary of 

Agriculture) 

 Anderson is a journalist turned 

politician from New Mexico, holding 

a variety of positions on both state 

and regional levels before being 

convinced to run for Congress on for 

Democratic Ticket for 1940. Anderson 

has set himself apart by through his 
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participation in several Congressional 

investigation committees. He is a far-

left Democrat with excellent 

organizational prowess. As Secretary 

of Agriculture, Anderson has the 

responsibility of overseeing most 

phases of food production in the 

United States, as well as directing 

rural development programs. 

       

Henry A. Wallace (Secretary of 

Commerce) 

 Wallace has been many things 

throughout his life, among them an 

agriculturalist, theologist, Secretary of 

Agriculture, and Vice President under 

FDR. Recently he had been forced off 

the Democratic 1944 ticket in favor of 

Truman, and was appointed SoC upon 

FDR’s reelection. Wallace is an 

extreme left-wing Democrat who is 

independent to a fault. As Secretary of 

Commerce, Wallace has the 

responsibility of managing imports 

and exports via tariffs and duties and 

ensuring that the Industries of the US 

continue to run smoothly. 

       

Lewis B. Schwellenbach (Secretary of 

Labor) 

 Schwellenbach is originally 

from Wisconsin, and more previously 

Washington. He became a Lawyer in 

1921 and has been a Democratic 

Senator from Washington since 1934. 

Gaining notice from both Roosevelt 

and Truman, he was then appointed as 

a Justice of a Washington District 

Court. He has most recently replaced 

Frances Perkins as Secretary of Labor. 

Schwellenbach is an expert of policy 

and negotiation. As Secretary of 

Labor, Schwellenbach is tasked with 

ensuring the fair treatment of labor 

unions and the workers they 

represent, while simultaneously 

keeping them working. 

       

Marriner Eccles (Chairman of the 

Federal Reserve) 

 Before his appointment to the 

Federal Reserve, Eccles was a highly 

skilled and successful banker, 

weathering The Great Depression and 
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playing a role in designing banking 

regulations as part of the New Deal. 

Eccles was appointed in 1936 and 

remains at Fed to this day. Eccles is a 

very early proponent of Keynesian 

economics and a Mormon. As 

Chairman, Eccles is tasked with 

setting and managing government 

interest rates to control inflation, and 

ensuring that war bonds and debts are 

both satisfied. 

       

Warren Austin (US Ambassador to the 

United Nations) 

 Austin is a Republican lawyer 

who has served in several different 

positions across the globe, most 

prominently assisting in State of 

Vermont v. State of New Hampshire, 

1933. Austin was elected as a US 

Senator from Vermont in 1931, where 

he clashed with Democrats on 

domestic issues while remaining 

united on international causes. Austin 

never starts something without 

finishing it, and always gets down to 

the source of a problem. As 

Ambassador to the UN, Austin must 

not only represent his country and 

policy, but also ensure that the United 

Nations develops into a successful 

international body. 

       

Bedell Smith (US Ambassador to the 

Soviet Union) 

 Bedell “Beetle” Smith is a 

lifelong soldier, having served 

through both The Great War and 

WWII, and full through the period in 

between. In the latter he first played a 

major role in the North African 

campaign, then acted as a primary 

advisor to Roosevelt and has helped 

to negotiate terms of surrender in the 

European Theater. Smith is known for 

his curt manner and sharp words, but 

is capable of being equally diplomatic 

as the situation calls for. Smith is the 

direct line from the United States to 

the Soviet Union, and is tasked with 

managing this precarious alliance 

through the end of the War and 

potentially beyond. 
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William Sebald (US Ambassador to 

Japan) 

 William Sebald is a lawyer 

who, prior to the outbreak of WWII, 

practiced law for 10 years in Kobe, 

Japan (becoming very acquainted 

with Japanese culture and customs), 

and more recently has been an officer 

of the Office of Naval Intelligence 

and Naval Combat Intelligence. 

Having lived in Japan, Sebald is 

unusually sympathetic to the 

Japanese, but staunchly anti-

communist. Sebald represents and 

promotes the United States in not only 

Japan, but the East Asian region as 

well. 

       

Sam Rayburn (Speaker of the House) 

 Sam Rayburn is a 

Representative from Tennessee who, 

before politics, taught school in 

Texas. He was elected as a 

Representative from Texas in 1912 

and has continuously held the seat 

since, becoming majority leader in 

1937 and Speaker shortly after when 

the previous Speaker William 

Bankhead died. Rayburn is a man of 

outstanding integrity and guides 

himself ‘on principle alone’. Rayburn 

heads the Democratic majority in the 

Senate, and plays a major role in 

deciding the Democrats’ policy. 

       

Alben Barkley (Majority Leader of the 

Senate) 

 Alben Barkley was an attorney 

and district representative in 

Kentucky before being elected as 

county attorney in 1905 and running 

for US House of Representatives in 

1912, all the while advocating for 

lower taxes and fewer regulations. He 

supported neutrality in The Great War 

and Prohibition, the second of which 

costing him the 1922 election for state 

governor of Kentucky. Barkley 

returned to Congress in 1926 as a 

Senator and by his second term 

become majority leader, as he 

continues to serve to this day. Barkley 

is among the most conservative 
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Democrats in the Senate but has 

continued to support major economic 

reform and is close friends with 

Truman. He leads the Democratic 

Majority in the Senate, also 

overseeing submitted legislature. 

       

Paul V. McNutt (Administrator of the 

Federal Security Agency) 

 Paul V. McNutt who, prior to 

the beginning of World War II, served 

as the 34th Governor of Indiana from 

January 9, 1933 through January 11, 

1937. McNutt was also named the 

High Commissioner to the Philippines 

from April 26, 1937 through July 12, 

1939. During his time, McNutt held 

the role this role and helped in the 

period of transition from American 

rule of the islands until their later 

independence. Though he and FDR 

were both avid democrats, they never 

got along well. Even up until Franklin 

D. Roosevelt’s nomination for 

President, he refused to support his 

nomination. In 1939, McNutt left the 

Philippines in 1939 to serve Roosevelt 

as the new head of the Federal 

Security Agency which was an 

umbrella office that helped to manage 

different New Deal programs. His 

duties were to bring together 

programs such as those under health, 

education and social security; 

specifically the Public Health Service; 

the Civilian Conservation Corps; the 

Office of Education; and the Social 

Security Board. 
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